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 Zoom refers to looking closer at a subject, whether it is under a microscope or with a telescope. 

Much like the Charles and Ray Eames movie called the Power of Ten. Zoom can be seen at both the 

microscopic as well as the Galactic levels. 

 There is an order to how objects at both scales relate to each other. If you simply look at a small 

piece of the whole, you can sense the relationship between the parts, at either scale. 

 The drawing Zoom is an attempt to see multiple things and comprehend them at the same time, 

much like a metaphor. 
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This book contains articles written by graduate students at the University of 
Florida College of Design Construction and Planning. The project began as the 
starting point for a graduate seminar on the European Approach to Sustainable 
Design. We felt that an understanding of the status of the environment at this 
moment in time was essential to analyzing appropriate strategies for design and 
construction of the built environment. An understanding of the status of the 
environment and the influence of man on potential climate change is a complex 
undertaking that continues to be debated worldwide. One ofthe things we learned 
from this exploration was how difficult it is to find good information and to verify 
the credibility of the sources. We found a great deal of contradictory information 
and biased arguments on both sides of the issues. Discussions and an attempt to 
achieve consensus about the data inspired a much more careful approach. We 
have tried to rely on peer reviewed science and looked at funding, political t ies, 
and clarity of purpose regarding the information presented. 

The outlook perceived from the cumulative information in the following articles 
combined with the incredible worldwide population explosion is bleak. We 
continue to be optimistic that a solution for the current condition of the planet 
is possible. As architects, engineers and designers we have a responsibility to 
address these issues. There is technology currently available to design and build 
zero energy projects and our challenge is to find ways to do so not only without 
negative impact on the environment but with the goal to repair and rejuvenate 
the current decline in the health of the planet. 

Tom Smith 
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