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Pour Post War Homes.  
1944-02-18. NOW publication. . 

Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau 
University Archives. 
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My Question:  
What happened to the  craftsman when industrialization and Modernism arrived?  
 
The academic debate:  
1) the craftsman was replaced with the machine  
2) those who believe the craftsman was not replaced by the machine and  
3) the machine and the craftsman work together.  
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LeTourneau technology. Circa 
1955-1956. Note the metallurgy 
laboratory was in a Tournalaid 
building. The building still exists 
in Longview, Texas 2011. Photo 
courtesy of the LeTourneau 
University Archives. 



Objective:  
To prove that the craftsman and the machine worked together to produce new 

housing that changed the way we live and think. The machine and the craftsman 
were completely separated is a common argument; I am arguing that the machine 
and the craftsman worked together through the case study of the Tournalayer. 
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The Tournalayer was a machine that 
produced a single house in a single pour of 
concrete in a single day by the industrialist 
R.G. LeTourneau to mass produce housing 
for his workers as well as develop 
communities. 
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Tournalayer No. 2  under construction.  
Peoria, Illinois.1946.  Photo courtesy of the 
LeTourneau University Archives. 
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Tournalaid Home No. 1.  Vicksburg, Mississippi.1945.  Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau 
University Archives. 



Justification:  
 

1. The house making systems of R.G. LeTourneau, to my knowledge, have 
never been studied, documented or pulled together into a comprehensive 
document; this information has much still to reveal. 

2. The topic of the machine and craftsman remains extremely relevant to 
architecture because the continuing evolution reflects directly in the quality 
of life for which we are striving.  

3. The selection of the craftsman’s tools whether it is a pencil or a computer, a 
handsaw or a laser cutter completely has an effect on the product produced 
and therefore influences those who use the end product. I wish to bring to 
light the need for careful selection of the machine as the tool for creating. 

4. The craftsman uses his/her mind in conjunction with their hands to create. 
When the hand and mind are disconnected then the craftsman’s mind suffers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



While searching through the archives at LeTourneau University, I understood 
that the information I was looking for and selected had to do with the questions I 
was asking. 
 

“…this other kind of choice stems from what could be called the judgment of 
importance in that it presides over the selection of events and factors. History, as 
it comes through the historian, retains, analyzes, and connects only the important 
events.”1 
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1 Paul Ricœur, History and Truth; [Essays], Northwestern University Studies in Phenomenology & 
Existential Philosophy. Evanston [Ill.]: Northwestern University Press, 1965, 26. 



“This calling up of values, which is ultimately the only  way of evoking man 
that is open to us since we are unable to relive what they lived, is not possible 
unless the historian is vitally  "interested" in those values and has a deep affinity 
for the task.”2 
 
By using history and 
hermeneutic 
phenomenology I will 
bring subjectivity to the 
objective history (which 
has little to no existing 
scholarly information). 
 
 
 
Polaroid. 1970. LeTourneau 
community in Vicksburg 
Mississippi, Everett E 
Henderson Jr in front of house 
No. 22. 
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� �Paul Ricœur, History and Truth; [Essays], Northwestern University Studies in Phenomenology & 
Existential Philosophy. Evanston [Ill.]: Northwestern University Press, 1965, 26.�



Hypothesis:  
 

I believe there is the possibility for the machine and the craftsman to work in 
unison to produce poetic architecture that adds to the value of human existence. I 
believe man can dwell poetically with the machine. Technology and the tools we 
select and use can be used to create spaces that have a sense of place and 
contribute to the quality of our lives. This case study hopes to show an evolution 
of technology and thoughts towards living poetically. 

 
 

“To reconstruct an event…on the basis of documents is to elaborate an 
objective behavior of a particular type which cannot be doubted. For this 
reconstruction presupposes that the document is interrogated and forced to speak; 
that the historian goes to meet its meaning by establishing a working 
hypothesis.”3 
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3  Paul Ricœur, History and Truth; [Essays], Northwestern University Studies in Phenomenology 
& Existential Philosophy. Evanston [Ill.]: Northwestern University Press, 1965, 23. 
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Research Design:  
 

This is a qualitative design that will use current scholarly methods of 
hermeneutic phenomenology. Basic themes of hermeneutic phenomenology are” 
 "interpretation," "textual meaning," "dialogue," "preunderstanding," and 
"tradition."  

Phenomenology becomes hermeneutical when its method is taken to be 
interpretive, rather than purely descriptive. This also speaks to subjectivity and 
objectivity of the historian per the phenomenologist Paul Ricouer. This idea is 
evident when one argues that all description is always already interpretation. 
Every form of human awareness is interpretive.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Data/information sources:  
 

Primary archive information such as period photos, letters, office documents, 
advertizing and personal drawings of R.G. LeTourneau will be used to strengthen 
my argument. I went to the archives of R.G. LeTourneau and scanned thousands 
of documents related to the housing systems. The data I have collected will aid in 
strengthening my argument that the craftsman and the machine worked together.  

 
 

“The document was not a document before the historian came to ask it a 
question.  Thus, on the basis of his observation, the historian establishes a 
document, so to speak, behind him, and in this way establishes historical facts.” 4 
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4 Paul Ricœur, History and Truth; [Essays], Northwestern University Studies in Phenomenology & 
Existential Philosophy. Evanston [Ill.]: Northwestern University Press, 1965, 23. 



�
�

500 Ton Cable Press and part of a Sermon. Robert Gilmore “R.G.” LeTourneau. 1941. Pencil on 
the back of an envelope. Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau University Archives. 
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Top: Apart-House Jig. Toccoa, Georgia. Circa 1936. Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau University Archives. 
Bottom: The Carefree Home: Enduring Quality in Small Houses (Sales Brochure) Peoria, Illinois. Circa 1938. 
Courtesy of Dale Hardy of LeTourneau Technologies and R.G. LeTourneau Heritage Center. 



 
 
 
 

� �
�

�
�

Four Leaf Clover aka the Igloo 1944. Vicksburg, Mississippi. Note: R.G. is standing in the 
doorway. Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau University Archives. 
 
Caption: Raises the lid exposing the house. 1944-02-18. NOW publication. . Photo courtesy of the 
LeTourneau University Archives.��
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Tournalayer No. 2.  Longview, Texas.1946.  Photo courtesy of the LeTourneau University Archives. 
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R. G. LeTourneau Industries: Building an Industry and God's Kingdom Mural of the entry to the 
first Tournalayed community in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Dedicated May 14, 2009.  
Image courtesy of painter Robert Dafford.  http://www.riverfrontmurals.com/letourneau.htm 



Methods of analysis:  
  Hermeneutics involves interpreting information by understanding the 
information through a new perspective and revealing history.  
 

1.1 The History of the Craftsman and the Machine in Architecture 
This allows for a thorough investigation of how the craftsman migrated and 
the evolution of their tools. 

1.2 The Tournalaid Communities  
This allows for individual case studies that use the evolution of the 
machine and craftsman of a specific machine to prove that the machine 
evolved. 

1.3 “The Tournalayer and How it Works” 
This chapter looks at the technology and how the Tournalayer worked. 

1.4 The First Tournalaid Neighborhood: Preserving the Culture of a 
Machine-Crafted Architecture 
This specific case study allows for in depth interpretation of oral history 
interviews, archival documents and phenomenological theory. 

 
 
 
 



Time Framework:  Working Plan Timetable 
 
2011 Spring  

1. Submit dissertation proposal to committee and take the PhD candidacy exam. 
2011 Summer  

1. Visit Vicksburg to conduct oral history interviews and explore the Vicksburg archive that has images of 
the Vicksburg community. This will support Chapter 4. 

2. Focus on Chapter 1 to help set the groundwork and tone for the other chapters. 
3. Begin on Chapter 4 to deliver the preservation paper to the APTI conference. 
4. Continued research on locating the Tournalaid communities and work with the Yuma, Arizona 

preservation efforts for Chapter 2. There are four Tournalaid houses that they are considering for 
landmark status based on this research. 

5. Work on getting each of the four chapters into four conferences and journals. 
2011 Fall 

1. Focus on Chapter 3 and work on the deeper possible implications of the Tournalayer as a machine, work 
on the evolution. 

2012 Spring 
1. Begin on Chapter 2 to map the location and differences of each community. 
2. Finalize the dissertation draft. 

2012 Summer 
1. Finish all the chapters. 
2. Have all four chapters submitted to either journals or conferences. 
3. Begin first draft of dissertation. 

2012 Fall  
1. Finalize the draft of dissertation. Submit the complete draft of dissertation to committee, 2nd committee 

meeting 
2013 Spring  

1. Revise the draft and submit the final dissertation to committee. 
Dissertation defense, 3rd committee meeting 
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